
Stories go deep. Jesus knew this, and so He often told parables--little stories--to express the pro-
found truths He taught. People would stop and listen and think about what He had to say. 
 
A child's heart is very good soil here, because it is a place of faith and imagination. For this reason I 
have chosen to illustrate truths of Scripture in story form. By doing so, it becomes possible for the 
listener to step inside and look around--to discover the Lord Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 
 
These stories could fit well in family devotionals and would be of great benefit in helping both Fin-
nish children and immigrants of all ages in improving their English language skills. 
 
I pray that these Scripture-based writings will be used by Him. 
 
Carol Westerlund 

carolwesterlund@yahoo.co.uk 

 

But it's Not Burning Up! 
 
He was terrified. 
 
He had been lost in the mundane thoughts of a shepherd's life: where to find the best pasture, 
how soon the sheep had to be shorn, how many lambs would be born this year, what kind of stew 
his wife would offer him today. He had lived in the desert for years and years, so there was not 
much that was new. 
 
But just a moment ago, he saw a strange new sight--a bush was burning but it didn't burn up. "I'll 
take a look at it," he said to himself and turned towards it. As he approached, the fire burned on 
and the bush remained in place. As Moses leaned closer to it, suddenly a Voice spoke to him out of 
it. 
 
"Moses, Mooses!" the Voice cried out. His chin dropped and his heart filled with fear. For though 
he was a simple shepherd, the man was no fool. He knew that bushes do not burn without burning 
up, and that they certainly do not speak to you. 
 
"Here I am," answered the man obediently. "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off 
your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground," the Voice cautioned. With respect and 
very quickly indeed, the man took off his sandals. He stared at the sight as he listened with full 
attention, and the Voice continued. 
 
"I am the God of your father--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
Terrified, the man hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God as he crouched in fear. Not even 
a glimpse would he take. 
 
The Lord declared, "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. So I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up to a  land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and 
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the Hivites and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to 
Me, and I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, now, therefore, 
and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 
 
This, however, was more than he could handle. Looking at a burning bush was one thing; going on 
a mission sent by God Himself was quite another. Who was he to do such a thing? And so 
trembling he stammered, "Who am I that I should go to Pharoah, and that I should bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt?" 
 
But God would have none of it. For it was not a question of the capabilities of Moses, but those of 
God Himself. God would send him; that was enough. And so He replied, "I will certainly be with 
you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have sent you. When you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." The sign was not to be given Moses before he 
carried out his incredible task, but afterward. 
 
Moses paused. He knew that it would not be wise to argue with the living God. The man had to 
accept the calling which the Lord had placed on him. Still, he needed to know His name. And so he 
queried, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?" 
 
"I AM WHO I AM," God responded. And with this awesome introduction the Lord began to instruct 
Moses about meeting Pharaoh and leading His people out of Egypt, into the promised land. 
 
Incredible things can happen when the ground is holy. 
 
Exodus 3:1–4 :17 
 


