
Stories go deep. Jesus knew this, and so He often told parables--little stories--to express the pro-
found truths He taught. People would stop and listen and think about what He had to say. 
 
A child's heart is very good soil here, because it is a place of faith and imagination. For this reason I 
have chosen to illustrate truths of Scripture in story form. By doing so, it becomes possible for the 
listener to step inside and look around--to discover the Lord Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 
 
These stories could fit well in family devotionals and would be of great benefit in helping both Fin-
nish children and immigrants of all ages in improving their English language skills. 
 
I pray that these Scripture-based writings will be used by Him. 
 
Carol Westerlund 

carolwesterlund@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

Do You Love Me? 
 
He meant well. 
 
And so when Jesus had told Peter that he would deny him three times before the cock crows, the 
man had insisted He was wrong. Peter would never do such a thing! 
 
Yet here he was now, and when the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, "You're one of his 
disciples, aren't you?" the fisherman denied it. He hurriedly walked off and went to warm himself 
by the fire. Those there asked him the same question and he denied it again. Not long later, a 
relative of the one who had his ear cut off asked him a third time. So then Peter began to swear 
like only a Galilean fisherman could, to prove it. It was at that very point that a cock crowed at the 
first light of dawn. 
 
When Peter heard it, he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
But now here was Jesus, as large as life, right here as they ate together, asking Peter if he loved 
Him. Peter looked into His eyes--not angry or resentful, but warm, compassionate. "Yes, Lord, You 
know that I love You. "Feed my lambs," He responded. Once again Jesus asked him the same 
question: "Peter, do you love me?" Peter bit his lip. He had just answered. Didn't Jesus believe him 
the first time? "Yes Lord," answered Peter, "Yes , Lord, I love You." "Tend my sheep," Jesus replied, 
looking deeply into his eyes. 
 
Still once again Jesus asked him a question. "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?" Now the 
disciple was confused and uneasy. Why did Jesus keep on asking him? Was He upset? And yet He 
looked more ready to embrace him than anything. "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love 
You." he replied, almost in a whisper. "Feed my sheep," Jesus told him. 
 
It was only much later that Peter realized the great significance of those three questions. For in 
allowing Peter to answer them, He had lifted the enormous weight of gnawing guilt that now 
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rested upon Peter's shoulders. Instead, God Himself placed a new, a deeper love for the Lord Jesus 
into his heart than had ever been there before. 
 
It would be there to the very end. 
 
 
 
 


